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It becomes our mournful duty to announce to the readers 
of the Magazine the unexpected death of Dr. Frederick 
Dawson Stone, its chief Editor, and Librarian of the His- 
torical Society, which took place at his home, in German- 
town, on the 12th of August last. Dr. Stone had been an 
invalid for some years, and his friends had hoped that his 
health would be improved by the short vacation which he 
allowed himself from the exhausting labors of his position ; 
but on his return home from the country he was suddenly 
snatched from the affection of his friends and from his great 
usefulness as an official of the Society by an attack of heart 
disease. 

It is hard to say whether Dr. Stone was more closely 
bound to his friends by the strong tie of the love they bore 
him, or by the implicit trust and confidence with which his 
administration of the affairs of the Society inspired them. 
He was elected a member on March 9, 1863, and he soon 
became marked out as a devoted student of history, and 
especially for his acquaintance with books relating to 
American history. His knowledge in this special branch 
of the work became so conspicuous that he was in 1876 
elected with great unanimity Librarian of the Society, an 
office which he held with increasing reputation to the day 
of his death. Of the many of our readers who have had 
occasion to consult him on points connected with their his- 
torical inquiries, there is probably not one who has not been 
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struck by the extent and variety of his information, the 
ease with which he cleared up obscure points, and the 
uniform kindness and sweetness of temper with which he 
imparted his knowledge to those who sought aid from him. 
"We risk nothing in saying that by such persons Dr. Stone 
was always recognized as one of the foremost students of 
American history, and in Pennsylvania history, without 
doubt, the very first. His critical knowledge of American 
history was to the last degree minute and accurate. His 
researches corrected many popular errors, and he was a 
most trustworthy guide in a field where so many have been 
misleading. 

Dr. Stone was an earnest advocate for the establishment 
of this Magazine, and he was its chief editor from the be- 
ginning. If the Magazine has done anything during the 
period of its existence to aid historical studies or to main- 
tain and advance the reputation of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, it must be said that much of the credit is 
due to Dr. Stone's judgment and skill in conducting it. 



